PDHA Head Delegate’s Report of 2010 House of Delegates Actions
April 18, 2010

The PDHA was represented by two delegates:  Jennifer Podish, RDH, BSDH and Marge Green, RDH, MS during the 57th Annual Session of the Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association in Richmond, VA, April 15-18, 2010. 

The Annual Session of April 15-18, 2010 was another great success as reported by registrants participating in the Executive Board meeting of April 15th, thought provoking HOD sessions, a multitude of enlightening Continuing Education events presented by experts and Lynn Ramer, ADHA President, the fun Las Vegas themed VDHA Foundation reception, variety of social events, heartwarming awards ceremonies and invaluable networking with just under 200 colleagues.  It was delightful to witness the special recognition awarded to Janice Doye for her “Outstanding Contribution to PDHA” and to Jennifer Podish for her dedicated service as PDHA’s Trustee.  PDHA is grateful for the extra energy and time given by Janice Doye and Jennifer Podish in managing our component’s fundraising endeavors at Marketplace.

Definitions Adopted by HOD: (Proposed Resolutions 1-3)
White paper: An authoritative report or guide that provides information about emerging knowledge and issues on a specific topic.
Fact Sheet: A document that summarizes key points of information for distribution. 
Dental Home: A relationship between a person and a specific team of health professionals, led by a licensed dental provider. The dental home is an ongoing partnership that coordinates comprehensive, accessible and culturally sensitive care through delivery of oral health services as part of integrated health care. 
Policy Adopted by HOD: (Proposed Resolutions 4-12)
PR 4:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association advocates that the dental hygiene diagnosis is a necessary and intrinsic element of dental hygiene education and scope of practice. 

PR 5:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association supports Dental Hygienists as advocates for the profession of dental hygiene and related issues. 
PR 6:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association amends R-2-99 to read:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association supports comprehensive oral health programs and services that reach all populations.
PR 7:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association advocates that any health insurance program include benefits for preventive, restorative and therapeutic oral health care.
PR 8:   The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association supports expanding access to preventive, restorative and therapeutic care within the dental hygiene scope of practice.
PR 9:  Rejected
PR 10:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association supports oral health care workforce models that culminate in: 

Graduation from an accredited institution 
Professional licensure 
Direct access to patient care 

PR 11:  The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association affirms its support for optimal oral health for all people and is committed to collaborative partnerships and coalitions that improve access to oral health services.
PR 12:  That the Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association amends R 5-01, to read: 
The Virginia Dental Hygienists’ Association supports that Virginia Dental Practice Acts be amended so the services of dental hygienists who have graduated from an accredited dental hygiene program be fully utilized in all public and private settings to most effectively deliver preventive, restorative, and therapeutic oral health care within the dental hygiene scope of practice. 
Proposed Bylaw 24:  Adopted

Article II provided for revised sections on the Vision, Mission and Purpose of the association.  Article III was amended to revise Membership Qualifications and Classification of Membership with subcategories of Voting and Non-Voting Members and the membership types of:  Active, Life, Retired/Senior Status, Member with Disabilities, International, Student, Affiliate, Supporting, Honorary, Allied and Corporate to comply with ADHA.  Article V amendment addressed chartering components.  Article XVI amendments updated the language on Student Chapter Members of ADHA.  Article XVII added conditions for the use of funds and dissolution.  Article XVIV was retitled Supremacy. 
